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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: KAGNEW 4: KIDNAPPING OF BRITISH HONORARY CONSUL 

MR. MUIR OF UK EMBASSY PROVIDED S/CCT FOR INFORMATION 
NOVEMBER 7 COPY OF FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM LONDON: 
QUOTE: IT MAY BE THAT RATHER THAN DEMANDING RANSOM THE 
KIDNAPPERS WISH EITHER TO SHOW BURWOOD-TAYLOR EVIDENCE OF 
ETHIOPIAN ATROCITIES OR TO USE HIM AS A BARGAINING COUNTER 
AGAINST ALLEGED BRITISH ARMS POLICY TO ETHIOPIA. IN THE 
EVENT OF A RANSOM DEMAND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT 
BE PREPARED TO MEET IT. WE CUSOULD NOT PREVENT BURWOOD- 
TAYLOR'S EMPLOYERS FROM PAYING A RANSOM BUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH OUR GENERAL POLICY WE SHOULD PROBABLY WISH TO ADVISE 
THEM AGAINST DOING SO. THEY WOULD NO DOUBT BEAR IN MIND 
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IN ETHIOPIA. THERE ARE NO PLANS TO SELL CANBERRAS OR 
ANY OTHER OFFENSIVE ARMAMENTS TO ETHIOPIA. WE ARE SO 
INFORMING ELF CONTACTS. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HOPES TO 
AVOID ANY PUBLIC STATEMENT ABOUT ARMS. UNQUOTE. KISSINGER 
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